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State of the Trade 
Carried on by the 
FN NC 


n the Iſland of HIS PA NIOLA, &c. 


N a nation like this, whoſe wealth, ſplen- 
dor, and power, intirely depend on its 
commerce being properly ſupported and 
"A 2ncouraged, no attempt ought to be made, to 
Put a ſtop to it, unleſs on the moſt mature 
4 onſideration, and the moſt exact ſcrutiny, 
It ſhould appear to be manifeſtly injurious to 
che public. And altho' ſuch a diſquiſition is 
plten attended with great dimculties (as in the 
4 Cale of the Faſt India company's trade, where, <- 
in order to form a proper judgment of its 
Kas or inconvenience, you muſt not only 
Þ2ve an cye to the money and other commo- 
| q Qitics that are primarily exported from hence, 


B and 


mm | . 

| and to the returns made for the ſame i immes | 1 
diately from the Indies; but alſo conſider to 
what places the goods fo imported are again þ 1 
F ſent, and what returns are made for them; 
. 

| 


4 


and fo on almoſt ad infinitum) yet that is not 1 
the caſe in any commerce, where the adven- ,# 
1 ture is finally concluded in the courſe of a 
1 few months, and a ballance ſtruck, by which 
it may be eaſily ſeen what quantity of caſh is # 
brought into the kingdom, more than is ex- 
Ported ; that being the ſure criterion, by which *® 
we may judge with truth and precifion of the 
+ advantage, or diſadvantage, of any particular Þ 
+ branch. But it is fo common for people to 
judge by appearances only, without having 
the means of information in their power, 
or leiſure or attention ſufficient to enable them 
to gain a competent knowledge of the cir- 
cumſtances which are neceſſary to be known, 
in order to form a juſt opinion of the facts 
they either cenſure or applaud; and ſelf- inte- © 
reſt, and popular prejudices are ſo apt to biaſs 
and miſlead the greater part of mankind, that 
I am not ſurprized at hearing many expreſs U 
their wiſhes, © that the flags of truce, which # 
<« have lately been taken in the Meſt Indies, by 4 
« ſome of his majeſty's ſhips, under the com- 
„ mand of admiral Cotes, returning from His I 
* paniola to North America, laden with fugers 1 
e and 


(7) 


and other valuable commodities, purchaſed 
of the Frencb, may be condemned as prizes 
to the captors;” © to prevent, ſay they, 
for the future, the iniquitous trade carried on 
* by our coloniſts, to the prejudice of their 
. mother- country. If that aſſertion be true, 
2 If the trade thus carried on by the merchants 
North America be found prejudicial and in- 
Prious to the nation, may their wiſhes be gra- 
*Bfcd : But if, on the contrary, it ſhall appear 
"tb be of the greateſt benefit to the kingdom, 
-and the main ſource from whence we have 
heen enabled to ſupport the extraordinary de- 
Þ ands for caſh, that have been made upon us 
in order to enable his majeſty to carry on the 
Þ eſent juſt and neceſſary, but moſt expenſive 
ar, how much does it deſerve encourage 
ment? and how much is the public injured. 
a +» the commanders of ſuch of his majeſty's 
Pips of war, as are employed in taking flags, 
f truce, and enriching themſelves at the ex- 
. Pence of their fellow citizens, and the com- 
Mponweal ? inſtead of ufing the power they are 
eſs W htruſted with, for the pr otection of the trade 
ch and commerce of his majeſty's ſubjects a- 
by F gainſt the enemy, whoſe privateers are little 
Forth looking after, when their value is com- 


n- 
TI. ; ob with that of a cargo of ſugar and in- 
ars ico, In order that the public may judge 


Hs whether 


a 
whether the commerce abovementioned be 1 | 
pernicicus or beneficial, I ſhall, with the ut⸗- 
. . moſt im partiality, and the ſtricteſt regard to A 3 
ih truth, give an account of the method in 
which, It has'been carried on ; and after ſhew- be, 
1 ing, a8 briefly as poſſible, come of the benefit 
| the nation has reaped by it, endeavour to ob- 
1 viate the only objections 1 have ever heard 2 
* mucle thereto. 3 


4 Duritig the preſent war, many Engliſh 'Y 
ſhips 1 been made prize of by the enemy 3 
in the Weſt Indios, and many of the enemy's 's "ul 
ſhips have been taken by the privateers ot „ 
New York, Philadelphia, Boſton, and other our . 
colonies in North America, and the crews im- 
priſoned ; but as they were ſo diſperſed over "2 
the whole continent, that a conſiderable num- 3 
ber could not eaſily be collected together a at any 5 
one place, ſo they muſt have languiſhed i in 
pPriſon in North America, while the crews of A 
our veſſels, which were taken by the enemy, 
were dying in the goals of the French , 
iſlands ; where, from the exceſſive heat of the 
climate, cloſe confinement i is more inſupport- 2 
able than elſewhere ; or the government muſt 
have been put to a very conſiderable expence, 1 
in having them exchanged. But private mer- 
5 chants were e informed, that if they could ob- | L 
| tain | 0 
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(9) 
tain flags of truce from time to time, to car- 
ry the French priſoners to the iſland of Hiſpa- 
niola, they ſhould. not only have an equal num 
ber in exchange, but moreover ſhould be al- 
lowed a liberty of trading for the commodities 
of the country; which, as the French could 
not ſend to France themſelves, on account of 
the prodigious inſurance they are obliged to 
pay on their veſſels bound to Europe, were of 
little or no value to them, and might be pur- 
chaſed at a moſt reaſonable rate. Upon * 
conſideration, a number of gentlemen engaged 
to carry ſuch priſoners to the ports of Legganne, 
Cape Francois, Port au Prince, and other French 
ports in Hiſpaniola, and bring back an equal 
number in return, without any expence to 
the government. Accordingly flags of truce 
have been granted by the governors of the ſe- 
veral provinces in North America to a great 
namber of veſſels, which have proceeded on 
their reſpective voyages, loaded with ſuch 
goods as they thought moſt proper to pur- 
chaſe their cargoes of ſugars and indico at their 
ports of deſtination in the abovementioned 
iſland of Hiſpaniola. The commodities car- 
ried from the continent for the above purpoſe, 


25 chiefly conſiſted of printed linnens and cot- 
tons of Engliſb manufacture, 1r:/h linnens, 
7 woollen cloths, printed callicoes, ſhoes, ſtock- 
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ings, ſpices, French prize wines, and Spa- 
niſb piſtoles, reduced to the weight of 3 dwts. 
12 gra. which paſs in Hiſpaniola for 30 livres. 
Theſe commodities yield from 5o to 100 per 
cent. profit; and with the produce thereof 
have thoſe veſſels procured their cargoes of 
ſugars, which have been purchaſed from 5 to 

Io livres per hundred weight ; fo that, ſuppo- 

ſing a cargo, with which one of theſe veſſels 

was loaded at Philadelphia, New-York, or 

elſewhere in Nerth America, to be worth 

1000 J. ſterling, and to ſell at 50 per cent. 

profit, it is worth at Port au Prince, or any 
other French port in H:ſpaniola, more than 
60, ooo livres. This ſum, at 10 livres per 
cent. for Muſcovado ſugar, will purchaſe 600 
hogſheads of that commodity of one thouſand 
weight each, which are ſent to Holland, and 
ſold at the rate of, from 40s. to 50 8. ſterl. 
per hundred weight ; or one hogſhead with 
another for about 251. and the Produce re- 
mitted to England, and there laid out in Engliſh 
goods, to be exported for North America; ſo 
that for about 31. 5s. ſterl. the nation re- 
ceives the ſum of 25 l. ſterl. or near 800 per 
cent. beſides the advantage the nation receives, 
by employing ſo many ſhips and mariners un- 
moleſted by the enemy. It is ſaid, that on a 
moderate computation, not ſo little as 400, oool. 
ſterling's worth of commodities of Britiſb ma- 
nufacture, 
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( 11 ) 
nufacture, or the produce of our colonies, 
have, during this war, been thus ſent to the 
French iſlands from North America; which 
muſt bring back into this kingdom, the enor- 


mous profit of 3,200,000 /. That the fact 


here repreſented is true, any gentleman may 
ſatisfy himſelf, by enquiry of the merchants, 

who trade to New-York, or Philadelphia, who 
can neither be ignorant of the channel, thro' 
which their remittances come, nor of the extra- 
ordinary call that hath been made for goods of 
Engliſh manufacture, for thoſe markets ; in- 
ſomuch, that all the manufacturers find it 


out of their power to ſupply the demand; from 


which it is extremely evident, what prodigious 
advantage reſults to this kingdom from this 


commerce. In ſhort, we may with truth af- 
firm, that Hiiſpaniola, thus circumſtanced, is 


equally valuable to the Br:7:/þ nation, in the 


hands of the French, with any of our own 


iſlands, and much more fo than Guadalupe ; 
the conqueſt of which (tho' glorious) coſt no 
ſmall quantity both of blood and treaſure, 


Theſe advantages mult neceſſarily be loſt, if 
the veſſels abovementioned, which now ere, 


or hereaſter ſhall be taken, be condemned; 
and the trade will be intirely put a ſtop to. 


Zeal, 


* —— 
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od. — aal, not according to knowledge, in ſome, 
| Fa — and ſelf-intereſt in others, have been the occa- 
5 ſion that this trade hath been deemed perni- 
"Ml — cious and prejudicial. But let us examine their 
| objections with impartiality and candor, and 
* give them no more than their due weight; 
| and it will be clearly ſeen which ſcale will pre- 
ponderate. he objections I have heard are 
theſe, viz. That under pretence of carrying 

— other goods, the flags carry proviſions and 
it warlike ſtores to the enemy---That by bring- 
ing ſuch quantities of French ſugar into Eu- 
| rope, from the French iſlands, we injure our 
| own - And laſtly, that unleſs the French 
were ſupplicd by us, they could not carry 
— on their ſugar-works, but muſt entirely 
abandon them, or perhaps would ſurren- 
der themſelves up, and ſeek protection from 
this nation. 
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In anſwer to the firſt objection, nothing more 

need be ſaid, than to deny the fact; which, 

I believe, might with juſtice be done; as few, 

i any veſſels, carry proviſions ; and none, that 
— L ever heard of, have carried warlike ſtores. 2? 
That the French in Hiſpantola have been fup- © 
plied with ſome proviſions from the mott 


northern of the American colonies, and the 
land 
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3 to neutral powers, as it hath been deemed by 


(13) 
| i0and of Jamaica, but not by the flags of 


| truce, is true; for if I am rightly informed, 
the French do not inſiſt on a veſſel's having a 


= bu that brings them proviſions, but they are 


protected and countenanced without. Severe 
laws have been made to prevent the colonies 
from carrying proviſions to the French, or even 


JF the legiſlature a pernicious trade ; and by thoſe 
* laws, perſons carrying it on are liable to pu- 

niſhment. But whether it might not be more 
7 politic, to permit the French and neutral 
\ iſlands to be ſupplied with proviſions from 
\ North America, rather than prohibit it, may 
be worth the conſideration of the legiſla- 
ture, from this obſervation, vi. that from the 
iſland of Hiſpamola, where they have of late 
been by ſome means or another ſupplied with 
proviſions, few or no privateers have been fit- 
9 ed out, to annoy or diſtr eſs our commerce; 
4 C — whereas, 


A trade with Hiſpaniola hath been conſtantly carried 
HE on this war by flags of truce from Jamaica, but the re- 
turns have been chiefly made in indigo ; whether the 
_ 2 gentlemen in Jamaica have influence enough with the 
"2 commanders of his majeſty's ſhips to cauſe them to wink 
at it; or whether a more intereſting motive hath been 
the reaſon thoſe ſhips have not ſhared the ſame fate with 
_ "thoſe of North America, I am not able to determine; but 
ew, if any, have been taken. 
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have equipped to many privateers, as to injure 
our trade to the Lœu ard lands in the moſt 
eſſential manner; and have taken ſo many veſ- 
ſels laden with bread and flour from North 


America to our Weſt India iſlands, the only 


places they have the liberty of ſhipping to, 


that thoſe commodities, during the courſe of 


the war, have been cheaper in Martinico 


than at the places of their growth. Add to 


this, that Monto Cbriſti, a Spaniſh port, from 
whence the French part of the iſland of 
Hiiſpaniola may be eaſily ſupplied with all kind 
of proviſions and neceſſaries, is open both to 
Spaniſi and other European veſſels, who may 
always ſupply the French by that channel with 
whatever is neceſſary for them, without a poſſi- 
bility of our preventing it any other way, than 
by coming to a rupture with Hain (the pro- 
priety of which meaſure is what I am not a 
judge of) and I believe it is from thence that 
the French have been ſupplied this war. But 
not to inſiſt on this at all, if any flags are taken 
with proviſions, the captain and freighters will 


doubtleſs incur the penalty of the late act of 


parliament ; the ſeverity of which will ſurely 


prevent ſuch a trade, if it is put in force. But 


ought 
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they are not i710 by the fame means, they 
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re L ought that to be a e for condemning thoſe 
2 who do not carry on ſuch a trade? 
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each year, 


1 


N Curt. 
To Chriftmas 1746 753449 
1747 — 608, 462 
1748 —— 981,449 
1749 —— 933290 
1750 914,044 
1751 —— 825,947 
1752 837,083 
1753 1,117,939 
1754 8597131 


1755 — 1,177,369 
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I be next objection is, that the bringing ſo 
much ſagar from the French iſlands hurts 


The 2 importation of ſugar from 
Zall our iſlands, on an average, amounts to no 
4 more than 64 344 hogſheads ; and the annual 
7 {conſumption in Great Britain only, to 58773 
© hogſheads, calculating each hogſhead to weigh 
. hundred weight. Ireland conſumes 15000 
Zhogſheads at leaſt; and North America as much ; 
ſo that we conſume ourſelves annually upwards 
of 24000 hogſheads more than our own iſlands 
will ſupply *. In order to make good which 


de- 


4 An account of the quantity of raw ſugar imported 
from Chri/tmas 1745 to Chriſtmas 1755, diſtinguiſhing 


An 


(16) 
*-deficiericy, recourſe muſt be had to foreign 
markets; and in fact, Ireland is ſupplied with 
mM, Brazil ſugars from Liſbon, and North America 


from the ents. even in time of peaceF. 
80 


An Account of the quantity of raw ſugar exported from 
Chriſimas 1745 to Chr; iimas 175 5, diſtinguiſhing 
each year. 1 


Cwt. qr. Ib. 


— Chr. 3 10 oops 93,244 0 22 
5 1747 — 51,885 1 1 
1748 — 115,727 1 11 
1749 3 128,107 2 6 
1750“ 10%, 964 9 22 
1751 43/99 3 6 
1752 . 
TF SLNG7-2" 2 
1754 42,818 2 17 
1755 —_— „ 
T 19 


77 9,947 
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The acquiſition of Guadalaupe, and the quantity of | 4 

— French prize ſugars fraudulently imported, as of the 

— . growth of that iſland, or repacked and imported as the 
produce of our own iſlands, rendered it abſolutely impoſ- 

— ſible to know with any degree of certainty the quantity 
imported of the growth of our own iſlands fince the war; 
which are the reaſons why the above account is not conti- 

v nued to this preſent time. 


+ I would not be underſtood to mean, that neither Fre- 
land nor North America are ſupplied with any from North 
America; but I believe, if we allow that the balf of their 


CON- 


(17) 
So that we are in reality no otherwiſe benefit- 


ed by the exports from our ſugar colonies, 
than as they keep the caſh among ourſelves, 


which muſt otherwiſe: be ſent abroad for the 
purchaſe of foreign ſugars, but do not add a 
penny more to the common ſtock. Tis true, 


indeed, the gentlemen who have large eſtates 


— in our Weſt India iſlands, may ſay, we ſhould 


get a great deal more money for our ſugars, 
provided no French ſugars were to come into 


Europe, which is undoubtedly true ; but from 


whom would they receive this additional pro- 
fit? would it not be from the ſubjects of Great 


Britain, who, as is before obſerved, uſe more 


than all our iſlands can produce? and ſuppo- 
ſing the Engliſb did not bring the French ſugars 


the French ſugars would not come to market 
at all? Would not the Spaniards, the Danes, 


3 — the Dutch, and other nations, who now only 


ſhare with us in this branch, have it all to 


themſelves ;, and as effectually keep the price 
— down. in foreign markets, as at preſent? ſo that 
| Great Britain alone would] pay advanced prices 


on * to the benefit of the 3 and 
f 1 


conſumption i is ſupplied from our iſlands, it is more than 
we ought to do, eſpecially, if we conſider, that. of the 


trifling quantity exported from hence, much hu . 


part is ſent to Ireland. 


into Europe, would it from thence follow, that | 


—_— 


s 


gentlemen who have eſtates in our iſlands ; 


the profits of which, at the preſent prices their 


produce ſells for, are vaſtly large, compared 
to thoſe of any landed eſtates in' Great Bri- 
tain. If the fact is as above repreſented, ſurely 
the private emolument 'of a few particular 
gentlemen in our Meſt India iflands, will hot 
be a ſufficient reaſon for putting a ſtop to a 
branch of commerce, by which the nation is 
ſo conſiderably benefited. Indeed, if the 
produce of our iſlands, or if the ſugars made 
in our iſlands were fo reduced in price, by the 
quantity of French ſugars brought to market in 
Europe, that the iſlanders could not receive a 
profit ſufficient to enable them to carry on their 
works, they would have reaſon to complain, 
and their objection would have great weight. 
But is. either of theſe the caſe? will any one 
be hardy enough to aſſert it? It is well known, 
that in the firſt inſtance they do not in all the 
iſlands produce ſufficient for our own con- 
ſumption ; and let the opulence, riches, and 
J had almoſt faid, undue influence of the 
We 01 Indi ans, anſwer the other. . 


But, ſay the gentlemen who are very ſan- 
guine in their endeavours to put a ſtop to the 
North Americans trading with the Enemy, 


« If we were to prevent the French in Hiſ= 
* « Pantola + 
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ce paniola from being ſupplied with provi- 
« ſions, cloathing, and other neceſſaries of life 
« from thence, they would not be able to 
ce carry on their ſugar-works in that iſland, 
* and muſt of conſequence be abſolutely 
@ ruined ; or perhaps, to prevent that, would 
« ſurrender themſelves to his mazjeſty's forces, 
and put themſelves under the protection of 
ce the Briti/h government.” But ſurely this 


notion is too chimerical to be entertained by 


any but thoſe of heated imaginations. As 
I have before obſerv'd, if we did not ſupply 


them, would it follow from thence that no 


body elſe would? Would the - Spamards, 
Dutch, Danes, and Swedes, let {lip ſo favoura- 


ble an opportunity of inriching themſelves? 


How does Martinico ſupport itſelf? Happily 
for the Dutch we carry on no trade there. 
However we -will for a moment ſuppoſe 


(though without granting it) that unleſs the 


French were ſupplied with neceſlaries from 
America they would be obliged to abandon 
their plantations in Hiiſpaniola; how would 


this nation be benefited ? Would our trade 
be more extenſive? Would more of our 


ſhips be employed ? Would the conſumption. 
of our manufactures be more conſiderable ? 
or ſhould we, on a balance of the account of 
profit and loſs, find that the nation gained 


money 2 


* 


Nb 


„ 


money by this diſtrets of our enemies? Or 
eu they be thereby leſs enabled to conti- 
nue the war ? Rather would not the contrary 
of all theſe happen, and this nation be de- 


prived of thoſe ſums of money which have, 


in 2 great meaſure ſupplied us with the 


means of - paying thoſe ſubſcriptions which 


were ſo readily made, to enable his majeſty to 
proſecute with vigour and effect this juſt and 
neceſſary war? And I am well aſſured, that 
if our planters in the Weſt-Indies are aſked, 


Whether, out of 10 livres per C. for ſugars, 
any thing can be ſaved (over and above what 


is ſufficient to ſupport and cloath the negroes 
of their plantations) to anſwer the calls of 


government, or any other emergencies ; they 
will - anſwer in the negative. And indeed, 


if we may judge of the benefit that would 


accrue to us from the abſolute acquiſition of 


the whole iſland, from the advantage we have 


received by the poſſeſſion of Guadeloupe, we 
have no reaſon to with the French would 
ſurrender it, unleſs we are to keep it after the 


peace. Will not the conduct of the inhabi- 


tants of Hi ſpaniola be the ſame, after the 
ſurrender of it, as that of the inhabitants of 


Guadaloupe hath been? Should we not then 


find the abſolute poſſeſſion of the whole 
illand much leſs advantageous to us, than 


having 


, r 


% - 
(6219 


hating the 3 of it on 2 * terms 
as: abovemention'd * ? But it is combating the 

air to argue againſt facts which can ſcarce 
poſſibly happen. I ſhall therefore ſay no 


more on this ſubject, but leave my readers to 


reflect, whether there is the leaſt ground to 


expect the French can be drove to ſuch ſtraits 
as to deliver ſo plentiful an iſland up to their 
inveterate enemies, when their friends the 
Spanar ds are ſo near at hand 3 but ſhall pro- 
ceed to recapitulate the many diſadvantages 
that will be the conſequence of prohibiting 


flags of truce from North America from trad- 
ing with the enemy. 


In ths firſt place the nation will be de- 


prived of the ſum of 1,500,000 J. per ann. 


$ which is at leaſt the profit upon the ſugars 
thus purchaſed at Hiſpaniola; neither ſo many 
7 „ 


part of the produce of their ſugars hath been ſufficient 


to maintain them, to which amount they take of our 
manufactures; the amount of the remainder muſt be 


paid for i in caſh, which they keep i in their own hands, 


or remit to their friends i in France. whereas, if they can 
in Hi i paniola barter their whole produce for ſufficient to 


ſupport themſelves and negroes, tis as much as * can 
obtain, and more they do not expect. 


lt is notorious, that ſince we have deri in poſſeſſion 
of Guadaloupe, and the inhabitants have had the advan- 
tage of an open trade with the Engliſh, that one-third | 
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ſhips or ſeamen will be employed i in the 
commerce of this nation, to the great injury 
of our marine — The northern ' colonies 
will not be able to ſupport thoſe' provincial 
troops which they have hitherto raiſed, cloath- 
ed, and paid, at an immenſe expence, to affiſt 


his majeſty's forces againſt the common ene- 


my, or to make their remittances to England; 
the bad conſequences of which will be ſevere- 
ly felt by the whole nation, as (if the war 


continues another year) many of the principal 


merchants in this kingdom will be abſolutely 
diſabled (without receiving the remittances 
from North America, which ou ght in courſe 


to come home before the latter end of this 


year) to anſwer thoſe demands, which the 
emergencics' of ſtate muſt neceſſarily make 
upon them. From the late act of parliament 
made in the 3oth year of his preſent majeſty 
to prevent the exportation of proviſions to 
neutral ports, which ſtill continues in force 
againſt the Americans, they are at preſent 
prohibited from vending thoſe commodities 
at all; our own iſlands, the only places 1 
they have liberty of ſhipping to, having in 
general been ſo over-ſtocked theſe eighteen 
months paſt, that ſcarce any body has at- 
tempted to ſend any proviſions there, that 
15 not been obliged to fell them at a los. 


the | 25 3 6 23 Y T5 
ury 80 that — Seiner of the zee ett, 
e | New-England, New-York, both the, Jerſeys, 
TY Penſylvania, and the upper parts of Mary 
land, (whoſe only ſtaple commodity hath been 
proviſions). if this trade is ſtopped, will be 
deprived of the only means left them to 
make their remittances to England for the 
goods heretofore! ſent, out. This will be not 
only an immediate detriment to the: mer- 
chant both here and there, but will have this 
further bad conſetjuence, that the ' merthant 
here, not being either able or willing to in- 
creaſe; his debts in à cduntry from which he 
can receive no femittantes, will refuſe) ſend 
ing any more goods to America g which 
will put the Americune upon manufacturing 
their O. apparel, to the irretrievable detri- 
ment of our own ſtaple: nor will any one 
imagine ſuch an apprehenſion to be ill- 
grounded, when he is informed, that beſides 
the making coarſe: cloths, both linnen and 
woollen (tho' but in an inconfiderable quan- 
tity at preſent) there are upwards of 80000 
pair of ſtockings worth from 25. 6 d. to 5 5. 
ſterling a pair, manufactured in and within 
ten miles of the city of Philadelphia. Nor 
can any laws reſtrain them from continuing 
to increaſe their manufactures, unleſs at the 
ſame time they can be employed in ſome. 
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There! is 3 PE l behind, 'whic 
4 to me to render the condemnation of 
flags af truce not only impolitic, but in the 
higheſt! degree unjuſt; which 28, that this 
trade has been carried on with at. leaſt the 
implied conſent and appr ion :of the go-- 

vegninent. -. Fe or. it cannot. be ſuppoſed that 


= his; mapeſty 's 8 oyernors ein North America, 


Who granted ags,of truce .to: private mer- 


| -chafits' to carry. French priſoners to Hiſpaniola, 


and bring back: others ingeturn: at their own 
expence, were ignorant nt cthat * in ſo doing 
they hada view. tg their. own private aduan- 
tage ret Nor Huld: they be ignorant how 
that advantage aroſe; when the flags re- 
turned to the ports from whence they firſt” 


% 
— „ 


proceeded, and there made regular entries, 


at the n cuſtor-houſes, of the reſpective 


n cargoes 


£5 


But, on dhe other hand, they 100 fed on 
— flags as-licer 
the enemy; a trade; that it is is ſo "apparently 
the intereſt of theſe kingdoms to Encourage 
by all poflible n means. And they were con- 
firmed in this opinion, and many people, Wha 
doubted whether it was legal, were encourag- 


5 with which 7 
| 6 TG 2 U. 7 105. 
is Leg TE W [33469 1 N > 


Ffheſs chung prove dementia 
; that the perſ6ns aide De been concerned i in 


that trade, have not thought! it illegal, or any 
contriry to Hd terelt W 


to carry on ſuch 2 trade wih 


7 


ed to engage in it, from perceiving, that tho' 
many of theſe ſhips were taken by the Engl 75 


4 privateers in North Enericus at the firſt of the 
inion of alk tlie 


war, yet by the unanimous o 
judges of every court of ad 


ty in North. 


America, not one of cent bach een condemn- 


ed, but diſcharged without the leaſt heſitation, 


upon a ſuppoſition that a traffick of ſo great 
utility to the nation was not the trade intend- 


ed to be prohibited by his majeſty's Pproclama- 
tion, wherein he forbids his ſubjects intercourſe 


with the enemy. That ſuch a ſuppoſition was 


a natural one, and what they were well juſti- 


fied in making, on a review of the. conduct 
of the mother country... both i in dd and for- 


mer 


»*7 * . 
k 144% * 
a 1 
» 
al, 
x : 
4 4 
1 1 
10 
3 5 
7 1 
11618 
: F 
* - 
44 3 | 
31:1. 
4 
5 - : 
; it 
* I 15 
. 
1 
1 
i! 
THI 
17 
T x 
"ny 4 
„ :2'B 
| Tit 4 
= * | 
Bit 
Hi; £5318 
Hs 
143 
i mY 
LIT: „ 
1 11 j 
C 4 
i 
119 
is. $43} 
bo #3:1 4 
1 591 
4 l 110 
ET 
HH 
N 14 
N TH 
$5; 257 
14.28 
— 
Ty £3000 
* 42:38 
T7 = .: 
o E 
f: 1 
? il 
! 1 
; | _ 
: 1 
47. +48 
: ; 178 
14 7 
! 3 
1M 
* 's 
? 
; 
iT (+ 
z L 
10 ; 
F : 
4 [5 4 
Fi nf 
187: 287 
1. HD 
: i ' 
. ' 6 
Hr ; 
„ uk 
4 1 1 
1 
| N 
$4.9 ' 
. 
8 
1 
=_ 7. 
e 
? 
118 
1 
* 
qt 
. £ 
wy. . 
3 F 
* 
IN. 
i 
$i 
. 
„ 
- 1338 
Is 
2 if 
1 


5 
i; 


it 
t ip 
j th 


om — — 
— — — A __—_T _———_ T = 
4 0 N 4 1 
— 2 — — 8 — — 
— — þ — — — 
= —_ — —— 1 i noens x 0 he 
. 


—_ ens - — — 
jv hrs fp we NN 2 — — 1 — 


— 
* 


<P 


— — — 7 2 


"IX 3 26 4 — 

E nn will, * believe, be oranged a me ** 

any impartial enquirer, who will conſider, that 

in the reign of her late mgelly queen une, 

when 2 an 1 of parliament * was made to 

| rohibit .c commerce with the French; ; it was 
p prejudicial to the intereſt of the nation, 

that the legiſlature thought proper to repeal 
that act, fo far as related to the importation of 
Wines * France + 3. the reaſon given. for it 
was, that! it was pre) judicial to her majeſty's re- 
venue (an incovenience ſurely vaſtly. inferior 
to what the nation would experience from put- 
ting a ſtop to this commerce ) and in that, as 
well as in the ſubſequent wars between us and 
France, tobaceo has always been allowed to be 
ſent to the enemy, on account of the profit 
the nation received therefrom, which i 18 ſaid to 
he not leſs. than 2 50,000 J. per annum. If that 
is a ſufficient reaſon for allowing us to export. 
tobacco to the enemy, will not the reaſon for 
ſuffering the abovementioned trade be fix 


 kimes as ſtron g in proportion to the profit, 


which, 


IG G4 biL © SY ; . ; 
*3 & 4 Ann. c. 13. 1 +9 Ann. e. 8. ; 


+ It 16 notofious, that in "the late war with . a 
tre witk the enemy in New Spain, was ſo far from being 
eſteemell illicit, that admiral Vernon, when on the coaſt, 
gave the ſhips of his majeſty's fubjects all the countenance 
and protection he poſſibly could, „ in their perſecution of it. 


( 27 ) 


which is ſix times as great? That a total inter- 


courſe was not intended to be prohibited, let 
any one judge from the quantity of French 


a legally 8 . and for wh 


s 1 „ 


rk and other parts of France, 3 are ub- 
lickly negociated every week upon the oyal 
Exchange, and from the French news- pape 
3 are brought over by every Tad 
It muſt, I fay, from theſe facts, be 
e clear, that his maj jeſty 8 proclama- 
tion can only be intended to prohibit ſuch a 
commerce with France, as is prejudicial to the 


intereſt of the nation; whether this is ſuch, let 


the impartial * nay, let our ſugar- 
planters themſelves be the judges, whether 
there can be a more effectual method of. de- 


ſtroying the French in the iſland of Hi Eſpaniala, 


than thus buying their commodities at ſo low 
a price. What remonſtrances ſhould we not 
| have from them, on account of their calami- 
tous ſituation, if they were obliged to ſell 


their ſugars i in Jamaica, &c. at 7.8. 6d. or 
10 8. per C? Iwill t be bold to affirm, ſuch "WM 


trade carried on with the French, will,. in the 


courſe of 'a few. years, more effectually 1 ruin, — 


them, than ten ſuch victories as that ſo lo- 
ä "IM gained laſt year on the plains of Minder. 
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Aſter Wer has been ſaid, will it not appear 


cruel and unjuſt to condemn the veſſels above- 
mentioned to have been taken carryin g on ſuch 


trade with the enemy, conſidering the counte- 
nance and encouragement that have been thus 
given by his majeſty's governors to thoſe who 
have engaged in it; and who, if their veſſels 


and cargoes now taken be confiſcated, will 
not only be ruined themſelves, but will in 
their fall cruſh many of thoſe merchants in 


England, who are connected with them in 


ſhipping their goods upon credit, without be- 
ing the leaſt concerned with them in the a- 


bove commerce ( which however there could 
not be any reaſon to think illegal) and can 


there be a more effectual ſtep taken to ſtop the 
circulation of caſh in this metropolis (where 


already the wheel moves with the utmoſt dif- 
ficulty) than thus to dam up the moſt conſider- 
able ſource from whence our riches flow? How - 
ever, if thoſe whoſe province it is to judge of 


theſe matters find ſuch miſchievous conſe- 


| quences ariſing from this commerce, as may 


render it expedient to put a ſtop to it, it may be 
done without uſing any rigour by prohibiting 


the governors in North America to grant flags 
of truce to the French iſlands for the future, 


which would I anſwer the purpoſe. 
I therefore 


=_ (29) 
[I therefore flatter myſelf with hopes, that 
* although by the ſtrict letter of his majeſtys 
” . || proclamation, theſe veſſels, with their car= 
h goes, may be liable to confiſcation ; yet that — 
5 the lords of appeal will remember that good 
: maxim of the law © ſummum Jus, Jumma in- 
N e furia; which, if they ſhould be condemn- 
ed, will be moſt fatally verified, not more to 
l the detriment of individuals, than of the 
| peblick, "2 —P 
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